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Ever wonder what was going on in Metamora 100 years ago – 1923? Maybe Mom or Dad or Grandad or 
Grandma were just starting their lives. Anyway, if they read the Metamora Herald, here’s some of what 
they would have found. 
 

You might also wonder what a can of beans that costs a dime in 1923 would cost today? Well, here’s how to find out… The 
dollar has had an average inflation rate of 2.90% per year between 1923 and today, producing a cumulative price increase of 
1,649.53%. This means that today's prices are 17.56 times as high as average prices since 1923, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics consumer price index. So that 10 cents might seem like a great deal, but…. Good old days…?? Maybe… but 
maybe not!? 
  
  

 

 
Let’s figure this out… 

 
Beans at 10 cents x 17.56 = $1.76 today 
Corn at 12 cents x 17.56 = $2.11 today 

And you could save an exra 5% if your order was a $1 or more!! 
 

Remember that  many folks had a garden and maybe some chickens. 

The village was in good hands!!  

 

Visit our Website at 

www.historicmetamora.com 
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 Like us on Facebook (Ctrl+click here)  

 

https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts


 
 

Let’s see… 
40 acres at $8,000 = $3,512/acre today 

100 acres at $7,500 = $13,170/acre today 
887 acres at $50/acre = $878/acre today 

 
Wish Grandpa had hung on to the farm! But farming with horses and even 
with relatively modern power equipment it was a hard job. 

 
 

Sounds like a pretty good deal. Wonder if any of those WW1 bonds are 
still available – 6.67% and tax-free! Sign us up! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Wonder what that bag of popcorn and a Coke cost? 

 
 

Converting to todays prices… 
Hogs - $147.50 
Wheat - $20.19 
Corn - $11.41 
Oats - $7,02 

Butter - $7.02 
Eggs - $5.27 
Hens - $3.51 

BOTTOM LINE: Thanks to modern farmers for their ability to more 
efficiently produce what we eat at (relative to 1923) affordable prices! 
 

 

 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BOOK IN METAMORA AVAILABLE –  It’s a fascinating account – and little known - that details the 

significant particiaption of Metamora area abolistionists in the Underground Railroad – in their own words!! You can pick up a copy ($10) at Commerce 
Bank, the Metamora Library, Timeless Treasures (east side of the Square) – or we’ll send you one if you send your name and mailing address to 
Metamora Association for Historic Preservation, PO Box 264, Metamora 61548. Be sure to include your name, mailing address, and a check payable to 
Metamora Association for Historic Preservation for $15. Thanks!  

 

Been Reading… about Southern spies in the “Old Northwest” – Illinois, Indiana, Ohio – during the Civil War. It’s a much different perspecive of 

extreme measures that each side took to win the war. And we think things are disconbobulated today! Virtually nothing was off the table as Southern 
sympathizers sought to encourage desertion, resist the draft, and even form armed groups to free southern POWs and overwhelm local Federal 
authorities .  
 

Contact Us 
Questions, ideas - Love to hear from you 

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohlman, Vice President 369-3290; 

pohlman46@yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary,  367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack Weddle, 

Treasurer, 645-0963, jweddle@mtco.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259, lsummer@mtco.com 

Mary Curry, 367-2185, curry@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com 
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