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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BOOK IN METAMORA STILL AVAILABLE –  It’s a fascinating account – and little known - that details 

the significant particiaption of Metamora area abolistionists in the Underground Railroad – in their own words!! You can pick up a copy ($10) at 
Commerce Bank, the Metamora Library, Timeless Treasures (east side of the Square) – or we’ll send you one if you send your name and mailing address 
to Metamora Association for Historic Preservation, PO Box 264, Metamora 61548. Be sure to include your name, mailing address, and a check payable to 
Metamora Association for Historic Preservation for $15. Thanks!  
 

STEVENSON HOUSE OPEN HOUSE -mark your calendar for August 14th or 28th, for an open house at the Stevenson House (104 W Walnut) 

from 1pm-3pm. Lots of new artifacts – including the Heinzmann paintings below! 
 

TOUR HISTORIC METAMORA – the drving tour of historic Metamora is now up and running. Lot’s of old pictures, lots of amazing history! You’ll 

find the video on YouTube by typing in Metamora Association for Historic Preservation in the search bar on your phone. A great project on a warm 
summer day! Check it out! And if you prefer not to drive the tour, it’s still a terrific educatiional experience just watching it on YouTube. (Side note – you 
can also view the 1986 Old Settlers Parade.) 

 

Mary, George, and furry pal Lucy Wawro stopped by the Stevenson House on May 27 on their way from their home in St. Paul, MN to 

Maine. The purpose of their visit was to present MAHP three paintings which were painted by Mary’s great grandmother, Mary Schiltz Heinzmann. The 
first Mary was the wife of prominent Metamora physician, Dr. Charles (C.B.) Heinzmann. 
 

 
The painting above is of Dr. C.B. and Mary 
Schiltz’s daughter, Mary Barbara Heinzmann as a 
child. Sadly, In 1913 while on a trip in Iowa, the 
family car blew a tire and young Mary, 16 at the 
time, was killed instantly in the crash. (See story 
below.) Her father died unexpectly a few days 
later. 

They, along with mother Mary (Schiltz) (1868-
1934) are buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

 
Mary (nee Schiltz)was an extremely 
talented artist whose goal when she was 
younger was to study art in France. While 
those plans never materialized, Mary was 
able to continue her work while living in 
Metamora. 

 
View the pictures at the Stevenson House 

Open House. 

 
G-granddaughter Mary felt the middle picture was 
the artist’s favorite. The painting on the right used a 
black background, which was very stylish at this time. 
The subject was calla lilies and Mary Wawro believes 
it was painted around 1889. 

 

Dr. C.B. Heinzmann (1866-1913) was the father of 
Carl Heinzmann, who was the father of Dr. Charles 
Richard (Dick) Heinzmann (1924-1988), a longtime 
Metamora dentist. By the way, Dr. C.B.’s mother’s 
name was Barbara. 

 
 

  
 

 

Visit our Website at 

www.historicmetamora.com 

NEWSLETTER 

August 2022 

 Like us on Facebook (Ctrl+click here)  

 

https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Waldschmidt Brothers 

Ed (2), John (4), Leo (6), Andrew (7), George (3), Joe (5), Henry (1) 

  

These are the children of Adam and Walfreida (Herzog) Waldschmidt. They grew up on Adam and 

Walfrieda’s homestead which was east on Metamora near what is today Route 116. The family also included 

3 daughters—Kate, Anna, and Maggie. The sons were all successful businessmen around Metamora.  

Adam’s father and 2 brothers came from Alsace Lorraine and homesteaded in a log cabin on Banta Road at 

the bottom of Banta Hill. 

Joe and Josie Waldschmidt lived at 206 S Davenport. They were the parents of Doug Depauw’s mother, 

Victoria Waldschmidt Depauw.  

They originally lived on that corner in a smaller home, but moved it next door (east) when they built the 

larger home that is still in the family. (Interesting side note: favorite newsletter reader Bob Remmert lived 

next door in the house that was moved and loved to go talk to Joe and Josie. Bob says they were great folks.) 

 

If you are a related to any of these folks, we’d sure like to hear about their live(s). 

Thanks to 
Newsletter 
reader Doug 
Depauw for 
sharing these 
pictures of his 
Waldschmidt 
ancestors. 
Many of you 
will remember 
Doug’s 
parents, Bob 
and Victoria. 
You may have 
bought a 
Lincoln plate 
from Doug’s 
artist father, 
Bob.  

You may also 
remember 
Doug’s older 
brother, Greg, 
who, despite 
an accident 
that left him 
partially 
incapcitated, 
was also a 
renowned 
artist in his 
own right. 

The pictures 
below are from 
Doug’s 
extensive 
collection of 
old Metamora 
pictures.  

Joe and Josie  
Waldschmidt 
were Doug’s 
grandparents.  

Thanks for 
sharing, 
Doug!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Side of Park Looking North 1864 Birds Eye View—Legion Site; Dr. Knoblauch’s Small Office 

Square After Trees Were Planted—1868 

North Side of Square 

Portman Store and Ingersoll and Cassell Law Office South of 

Bank—East Side of Park Looking North 1868 

First Brass Band 1866—Lt –Right JC Irving, Milt Graham, Ed Neve, TA 

Causey, Jos Liveweder, Gor. Wilson, Nig Portman, TC Alden, JM Ellis, 

Newt Fordyce, Chas Crane, A Kuhl—Absent 

Looking “South from Bank”—1867 

East Side of Square looking north 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camps Grain Dump Factory 

Post Card 

Metamora Train Station 

Local Train Wreck Delivery Truck by the Tracks (Looks Like Coal) 

Waldschmidt and Schneider Elevator 

Birds Eye View of the Train Station and Elevator 

The Camp Dump Factory operated from 1905-

1908. It was located “where the Standard Oil gas 

tanks now stand—West Locust Street.” 

Does anyone have any information about this? 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Questions, ideas - Love to hear from you 

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohlman, Vice President 369-3290; 

pohlman46@yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary,  367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack Weddle, 

Treasurer, 645-0963, jweddle@mtco.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259, lsummer@mtco.com 

Mary Curry, 367-2185, curry@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com 

 

Getting Ready for the Parade. This was taken in front of the Waldschmidt home on South Davenport Street. 

1907 Basketball Team 1909 Basketball Team 

Isch’s—John Isch on Right Not Sure Where This was Taken 

Germantown Grocery Store 416 E Chatham Metamora 

mailto:jrfarmer@mtco.com
mailto:pohlman46@yahoo.com
mailto:jweddle@mtco.com
mailto:lsummer@mtco.com
mailto:curry@mtco.com

