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founders. He has also discovered artidtem the Metamora Herald and thBloomington Pantagraph abo@tl Y dzSt t I NJ $Q&a Rl dz
who, you may recall, had a saw mill north of town and bgidind ran for a few yearsthe Metamora House.

The Jacksonville Connectiom 1836 a group of eleven men from mogtig Jacksonvillareaorganized the Hnover CompanylThe name Hanover
comes from a town in New Hampshire where several of the partners came from after migrating from Kentisgfsoughviewed Hanover as an
opportunity to invest in land speculatioft.was comprised obr. Warner of Bloomirtgn, Rev. William Davenport (agent), Dennis Rockwell of
Jacksonville, William Rockwell (buried in Oakwood), William Major (his mother was a Davenport), Jacofs@ags#lert came to Metamora in 1838
from Jacksonville, was a friend of Lincoln becamémaster, later studied law and became a partner with R.G. Ingerdoliin T. JoneattorneyD.P.
Henderson, J.L. Jamédsseph Taggert, arildaadsrael. Ty owned around 12,000 acres in the ar&¥hy this group focused on Hanover/Metamasa
unclear.

William Davenport, pictured left, was the agent for the Hanover Company. Mr. Davenport wa
born in Kentucky and moved to Woodford County in 1835. Davenport studied law and was
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Trustees of Eureka Colled@ornJuly 1797diedJune 1869, buried a Nebraska City, Nebra@kés
thought that Davenport School in Eureka &wed after Mr. Davenport.)

ThePast and Present of Woodford Couwntiytten in 1878 talked about William Delph. In the
MyonQaz KS odAAfild KAd K2Y&E9RYVQE KS2 DRMMPSSINK &
house was later rolled next door to itdaNNB y i t 20l GGA 2y y ®EG SHB Q4
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Woodford County can boast of some rather distinguished people, past and present. Of these
will mention William H. Delph, an old settler, who came to Illinois from Lexington, Kentucky, ii
1830, and first located at Jacksonville. He had learned the trade of engineer in Kentucky, wh
vocation he followed after coming west, and was the first engirteeun a train of cars on an
lllinois railroadg a road that extended from Jacksonville to Meredosia on the lllinois River, anc
known as the@&reat Western Railroa@e relates how, on a certain occasion, the train over toc
man walking on the tragckvhom he recognized as a deaf mute livivggrby, and without stopping
or checking up his train, he walked round on tHecklo the front of the engine, and putting out his hand, pushed the man out of the way. Mr. Del|
while living at Lexington, remeers very distinctly the visit of General La Fayette to that place, during his tour of the U.S. in 1825. He was made
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March, 1883. He is buried in Oakwood Cemetery.

SamuelSlaymakeParke Samueglaged 24and his brother George came to Hanover in 1836 from Pennsylt@ainguer the wilderness and
establish civilization in the wilds of lllindig¢ K SANJ FANERG Y208 4+ a (2 o0dAftR F &akF¢g YAff YR
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cabin at the sawmill. Samuel became the postmaster in 1839 and mail was dropped off at the sawmill for a short time.I$tethefirat surveyor of
Woodford County. Around 1843 he began building the Metamora House, which his family ran for several years

Samuel and William Rockwell won the contract to build the Courthouse, but subbed it out to Davidvhaibgilt the Courthouse.
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andthe Metamora House. SHendlytold the story about seeing Lincoln at the Metamora House.
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from paying real estate taxes.


https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts

URS. MARY PARKE EVANS
TELLS OF DAY SHE SAT
UPON LINCOLN'S KNEE

fidow of Major Rollo N. Evans,
of Bloomington, Remembers
That the Great Emancipator
Told Her That She Was a
Mighty Fine Little Girl—Her
Father, Samuel Parke, Was

Toore s g P

Mary was a featured speaker at the August 19, 1915 Old Settlers
celebration recalling her youth in Metamor&lerspeechis scamed
belowfrom the Metamora Heralderbatim

ltwasdi 2 AYUGSNBalAy3a GKIFIG 68 RARYC
included in its entirety. Her command of the language is ttgr.
memory is sharpHer wonder at the advances from 1840 to 1915 are
wonderful. The reader will come away with a fewe of justhow great
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she delivered her recollection.

The picture at the right was taken by the Bloomington Pantagrafter
finishing school in Metamora, Mary was sent to Bloomington to finisk

Then Proprictor of a Hotel in
Metamora, Where Lincoln
Stopped When in That Vicin-
ity~—Mrs. Evans Recalls the
Mexican and Civil War
Periods and Remembers the
Sorrowful Scenes Enacted
When the Dead Soldiers
Were Brought Home.
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A short time since, at Eureka, before
the Historical society of this county, I
read a paper on ‘‘Early Memories of
‘Woodford County,” to which your pres-
jdent of the Old Settlers’ association,
Mr. McGuire, was a listener, and per-
~ haps because of its local interest, more
than any other reason, he most earnestly

me to repeat at this meeting.
z eﬂ.ﬁere in response to a stranger,
h not in a strange land, stirred
aljxﬁ;é»of gratitnde and pleasure| -
, permitted to spend this day | to
on, and if I can offer anything
ou, shall surely be well

) this historic square, after
by and time with re-
has wrought so many
 retrospect, though
dows and sorrow, is
ny rays of sun-

s never to be
lagmates of my
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her education. The P

called the ‘‘far west.”

the pioneer settl
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arke family also relocated to Bloomington.

In the Pantagraph, Mrs. Evans states that a favorite pastime of the
young men of the vicinity was a game of baseball attnitje ball being
composed of candle wicking soaked in turpentine. It was then set on
and when burning was knocked about with sticks.

As a small child, Mary watched the soldiers drilling before going to tr
MexicanWar (184648). She alsosemembered he packing of barrels

and crates of food and clothing to be shipped to Ireland for the relief |
the afaminestrickenpeople of the emerald isle.

o * jus ioned. Inthe native|]l ——outright and with no uncertain sound. | -~
Sdzent jest men goasd 2 3 ] His hearers always knew just what he e
forest near Metamora my father, Sam > A i peo
N i 336, hav- | meant. His early education, his rich|_.
S. Parke, settled in the year 1836, 5 S e ie | visi
i his home in Chester county, Pa, dopgtoeret anc i, Shsonlct e and) bl
Tugors 33 N hat was then experience, with that widening and|  ,
th sbel his: fortunc I WAS s a youn broadening of views gained, and alone o
Hefw;‘l‘oﬁénemf, to be gained by constant intercourse|, .
man of twenty four years, b‘: T with the world at large, greatly broad-|,
and emigentiy qualified = h" e ened and widened his religious nature|
; gment mt.cf. b flcixel and sweetened no little his later days of 2
came, endowed with a 5p‘n(11t o tl;_ life. The going out of sueh a life is a e
falness, cheerfulness ’mfl an ustr;i, G loss to his people and his neighbors. | .
gether w,i}h & mthhamcal lfno“- cCee Let us embalm his memory in the utter- ol
that wou'd make him useful in sughge most corners of our hearts and learn| .
~ commaunity. I trust I may be .paﬁdoned from his example the rich value of a|
“  for quoting from the “‘memorial” of a life devoted to truth and right and un-|,,
long time friend of his, who said: It selfishness.” : &
seems so strange that he can be dead. | ‘Father crossed to the other side Feb. 2
as only yesterday that he stood 1884, leaving a devoted wife and six|
side of us, in all the glory of man- ren to cherish his blessed memory. | |,
and seemed destined for many above date the dear wife and |
abor and usefulness. For th one daughter, Mrs. Helen |,
 a quarter of a century we joined the host on thel, .
ntimate friends and have y -
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1 County Old Settlers’ Picnic in
By MARY PARKE EVANS, of Bloomington.
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‘e signed by Amos Kendal, at that datethe
I | postmaster general. This with hiscom- | Go
»f | mission of first surveyor of Woodford | cox
3-| county, signed by Gov. Carlin, the|wil
1, [seventh governor of Illinois, together | por
t-( with an old land warrant and other | pa
e | old papers, L turned over to the Histor-|of
y | ical society of this county at Eureka, | wi
;. | believing they will be cared for and | frc
, | serve as a memorial of his services in |no
d | the early history of Woodford county. |va
e| In Nov. 1839, my father was married | bo
y | to Miss L. Maria Kellogg, who with an |nu
g elder sister, Marcia (who married Ed-|to
1| win Mathews, also a pioneer) were |en
among the early teachers of this vici- | tir
r | nity and boarded with “Uncle Dan and |ea
- | Aunt Betsy McCorkle,” as verified by
y | old letters in my possession, written to | i
b | their mother, a widow and sister of |In
s| Wm. Rockwell, who was identified in|ar
- | the locating of ‘‘Hanover,” and whose | co
e | widow, Mrs. Susan F. Rockwell, many | th
y | of you knew personally, having so long ! r¢
3 |lived among yow, who is at this writing | T
-y still living at Henry, i1, advanced in |hs
[ | years, but remarkable in many respects | sc
¢ | for her handiwork and industry. D
-1 The new home to which my mother |a
- | was escorted was at the mill, built and |n
furnished by my father, and the|w
“retinue” foliowing the wedding, from |f;
the old to the new home, was much in|g
nt; with such events now. No|n
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ad of friends on a wagon
with the usual property
0 was establishing a
a feather bed, some
The furniture, chairs
;1} meinber, for they |
e in the family. Thel
ot hickory bark, inter- |
frames painted blue.
nly recently suc-
ages of time. In a
I observed the
black walnut, over
itewash had|
had never

o

EESEE A e SRR S




