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D-Day June 6, 1944…June 6 marks the 75th anniversary of the largest seaborne invasion every. Over 156,000 Allied troops stormed five beaches in the
50 mile stretch of the Normandy coast, losing 4,000 killed and countless wounded. It is often regarded as the turning point of the war. As important as it
was, the local paper did not devote a lot of extra coverage as one of the most significant battles of World War II. Below you’ll find a few of the limited
stories from the Metamora Herald. You’ll also find letters from service men to friends and family that provide a glimpse of their service experience. If
you have any stories or pics that you can share with the Newsletter about this momentous event, we would surely like to share them with our readers.
The large pictures are from the June 9, 1944 Herald.

These pictures were taken from a pamphlet that was sent to WW II servicemen.

D-Day Facts – 156,000 troops from the U.S., England, Canada, France, Norway, and other Allied nations. 5 beaches along a 50 mile stretch of Normandy,
American casualties (killed, wounded, captured) – 2,400, 6,000 ships and landing crafts, 50,000 vehicles, 11,000 planes, 12,004 total killed, wounded or
captured from all Allied forces, 326,000 Allied troops who crossed by June 11 with 100,000 tons of military equipment, 496,777 U.S. WW II veterans
living in 2018.
“You are about to embark upon the Great Crusae, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The hope and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you.
Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight savagely.
But this is the year 1944! The tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching together to victory!
I have full confidence in your corage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full victory!
Good luck! And let us all beseech th blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.”
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander

Open Houses Resume Watch our Facebook page for details! And if your group would be interested in a tour, just let us know! There’s lots of really
interesting artifacts, including artifacts in the following article.

What’s “New” … E-r-r-r – “Old” We have two terrific new addions to the Stevenson House. Recently added is a book of archived newsletters from the
Woodford County Historical Society. A second new arrival is a 2-book set of the Alig and Fandel familiy histories. There’s a lot of overlap between the
two families and you might be surprised how many local families have roots in these two families. Read the article below to find out more or, better yet,
stop by the Stevenson House and read up on your ancestors.

A Special Thanks to Larry
Hagemann. Larry generously
donated two genealogy books
about the Alig and Fandel
families. Written by Sister
Cecilia Fandel, OSM, these two
books extensively chronical the
stories of the Alig and Fandel
families, dating back to the early
1700’s in what is now Germany.
These books are incrediably
detailed and include stories
about not only these families,
but also the families of Elbert,
Koch, Todden, Wernsman,
Dubois, Grebner, Schupp,
Schwenk, Schneider,
Gunzenhauser, Winkler, Durst,
Adams, Kiesewetter, Noel,
Nauman, Rohman, Kerker,
Eckstein, Gangloff, Hagemann,
O’Russa, Bolle, Klein, Schmitt,
Gaetz, Grafelman, Marchand,
Parr, Meister, Meismer, Kneip,
Schierer, and others. The books
are now on display at the
Stevenson House. (See
Facebook for open house
hours.)
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