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DDay June 6, 1®44ne 6 marks the TBanniversary of the largest seaborne invasion every. Over 156,000 Allied troops stormed five beaches
50 mile stretch of the Normandy coast, losing 4,000 killed and countless wounded. It is often regarded as the turnirfghpoiman As importanas it
was, the local paper did nalevote a lot of extracoveraged 2y S 2F (KS Y2ald aA3IyATAOFyG ol G lnit&la
storiesfrom the Metamora Herald, 2 dzQ ffifid lettefsdr@m service men to friends and féyrthat provide a glimpse of their service experience. If
you have any stories or pics that you can share with the Newsletter about this momentous event, we would surely liketteeshaii¢h our readers.
The large pictures are from the June 9, 1944atter
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| The area indicated in white on the abeve map is the Nazi defense zone. Continued bombing of ke
' communications lines complicated the ememy’s transportation problems and the past months of hammerin;
at the German Luftwaffe so weakened that unit that the Allied air force dictated terms on which they shoul
meet. Several weeks ago it was reported that Field Marshal Erwin Rommel had moved approximately :

quarter of a million men to that area.
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These pictures were taken from a pamphlet that was sent to WW Il servicemen.


https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts

‘D’-Day Tests
Allies’ 4 Years
Of Planning

The most daring undertaking
in military history—the Allie
invasion of western Europe—
came as the result of four years
of complex, methodical plan-
ning on the part of United Na-
tions’ military leaders.

It was just after the ‘‘miracle
of Dunkirk,” when Britain's
army in France was rescued
from almost certain destruc-
tion, that Allied military leaders
‘began planning for a return trip.
Observers recall that except for
that almost unbelievable evacu-
ation, Britain might have fallen
in the months that passed. Dun-
kirk was one of the greatest feats
of military history, with 337,000 men
rescued from that little port city in
the face of terrible odds

During the months that foliowed,
Britain was forced to content her-
self with a superbly courageous de-
fense of her home is'ands aganst
the Nazi blitz from the air The
‘blood, sweat and tears promised by
Prime Minister Churchill proved a
true prophecy. Eng'and suffered
bloody blows. The crescendo of the
battle was reached in September,
1940. Although air attacks con-
tinued, it was then the Germans
realized their aerial losses were
greater than the results warranted.

Although the story has never been
told In its entirety, it was then, too,
that a hastily planned Nazi invasion
of Britain was choked. Fragments
of news told how hundreds of Ger-
man invasion boats had been locat-
ed and sunk by the Royal Air force.
That, more than anything, proved
to the British that an invasion must
se carefully, methodicallv planned
:0 the most minute detail.

Then the Commandos were organ-
zed under Lord Mountbatten. All
through the next year they devel-
sped their own techniques by hit.
and-run raids agairst enemy-he'd
soastal areas. The damage they did
mnanaged to keep the Nazis in a con-
stant state of alertness.

Then came the Japanese attack on
Pear]l Harbor December 7, 1941,
Britain had gained a powerful ally
1t marked the beginning of the end
for the Axis powers.

American troops landed in North-
ern Ireland in January, 1942 Plans
for the invasion were shaping up
it was only a question of time
1t wasn't long before U S. fighting
men were stationed in Britam itself.

Three months later American and
British troops invaded French North
Africa. e landings, carefully
slanned and perfectly timed, were
orilliantly successful, It was here
that an inexperienced American
army got its baptism of fire. It
earned the caliber of the foe, find-
:ng that the Germans were stub-
born, brave opponents.

In May, 1943, the Americans, Brit-
tsh and Fighting French eliminated
the Nazis“from Africa. Then fol-
lowed the invasion of Sicily. It was
a surprise assault and resulted in
victory in 38 days. The Siciian cam-
paign marked the highest point to
that time in Allled cooperation
But they still operated with sepa-
rate armies, navies and air forces
Complete integration was impos-
sible.

Then came the invasion of Italy.
A mixed British-American army

d the Salerno beaches on Sep-
tember 9. The landing was success-
ful because of the smooth combi-
nation of air, sea and lami forces.
British and American air superior-
ity was never questioned. Naval
units of both nations laried men and
equipment and kept them supplied.

During gll these operations, plans
gr S‘he ‘ianAsioanere going al}gad

azi p

‘hoasted of their fortress, all the
while agdmitting that invasion was
.inevitable.
t The battle of the Atlantic shipping
lanes had been won. Submarines
were still'a menace, but the grave
ithreat had been removed. Huge
iconvoys of men and war materiel
‘moved to Great Britain with losses
at a minimum,

Air attacks on Germany and on
the coast of France were stépped
up almost beyond belief,




