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OPEN HOUSES RESUME AT THE STEVENSON HOUSE. The next open house is June 3. Stop by and view history!

100 Years Ago This Month - Metamora Boys
Off to World War |

A special thanks to Sue Mischler for sharing the
attached article and pictures of her grandfather,
John B. Fuchs, who was part of the largest group
from Woodford County headed overseas.

John B. Fuchs

Gives Program at County Seat Thuysday A"Oumh"e-wd
Woodford's Largest Single Cositribution of Boys, Who |
- Leave Friday Morning for Camp Grant —
Five Boys Off Last Sunday

——

Program

Music Washburn Band

Songs

_ Metaniora H. S. Girls’ Quartet
Piano Solo y

. Miss Alvena Kuoblauch

3 Atdeess._ s .. Rev. FFather Donovan
DO s o ' E. T. Holstman
Address v wee Rev, Eldred Cleave

i| Song... Gretchen Fey

| Address Hon. ] A. Ranney
| Music a . Band

Paddy the Piper, with hie Martial Band, will also take part

Woodford county i» short seven
or vight men in Blling its require-
mont of 102 draftecs. scheduled to
leave for Camp Grant, Ruckford, ot
8 otlock this morning. There wers |
but 97 men to draw upon in class
one and several of these were called
in the draft of five that left Bureks
lost Sunday for the Sweemey Auto
School, Kamsas City. The loeal
board expected, »a The lorald weot
to press, the number ieaving today

Jos. C. Al Metamora
Louls J. Kalb, Benson
Walter M. Oncken, Dana
Benjanion Helser, Goodfield
George W. Moser, oancke
Tiark R. Harms, Minenk
Levi O. Keidel, Cissna Park, .
Ernest D. Schisber, Secor
Willlam C. Mool. Jr., Penols
Albert Acschleman, Roanoke
Ehno Tiddens. Rosnoke
George ¢ Kamm, Rosnoke

CAMP GRANT REMOUNT STATION

The Metamora boys were sent to the Camp Grant
Remount Station in Rockford, apparently because it
was believed the boys came from rural faming
communities very likely had experience with horses.

would be 93 or 64

The boys who left Sunday sre
John Voelker, Metamorn; Chas
Probusco, Bureka: Wm, Tocker and
Lloyd Memmen, Minonk, and Nek
son Eamwp, Pnlestine. They were
ziven a patriotic send.off by the eit.
izens of Eureka ot the courthouse |

Willinm Blunier. Roaroke
Frederick Herring, Metamorn
Henry Grewger, Washborn
Benjamen Kenyon, Low Peint
Witlism K. Dubois, Metamors
Willlarfs  Willinms, Mctamorn
Elis I, Chafin. Kappa
Arthur Punke, FI Puso

in Eurckn, Joseph Birkey, Carloik

The bers in the bie comtingent | Joreph Zimmersan,
loaviug o the lewest singlel Jobn ¥ Trvia, £
deufs ufos the voung manhosd of | Amirew Uazicker, ‘hkuh wn
the county. wesembled in Burckn Rudolph © Antig, Metumoea
at @ aelack Thursdny afternown. 1o Sima, Minonk

the work of arsanelng appre Willim Schireck. Metamora

‘| e Inrewell exorcimes devoived! D'aul B, Greidor. Chateworth,

upen the citizers of Furekn -lu~‘u-.~'
the It year, Chairman Ed E. R

Leon has Intely tursed the pregeom
over to the diferent towns of th!
county end Metimern was  given
churge of Thursdny’s peogram. whi b
wns arrnmged as  pbove It waq|
Manaed hold the  exercis
vi un the court bouse luwn if the
weather was favorable and in the
clrcuit court room in ense of rain.

On Tuesday the local beard ba
ymn sending out  quastionuaires 1o
the 126 new registrants and are |
mudling them out nt the rate of 25|
per cent ench day. Tha lottery fon
determining the order of call of the '
new  deaftees will take plnee  in
Washington [, €, this morning. ]

The work of reclawification uf de.
ferred elnmes of men, made nee.
essary by the exhaustion of «<liss
Fone, will be taken up soon by the lo-
cal bowrd, Culls far draftees for
]lh! month of July are expected now
aey day.

The men ealled to report at Fur
cka yesterday are bere  namdy H
| There are 077 in the list. Two of{
{the number lef: Sunday, numely
{John Voelker and Chas. Probasce. |

John Voelker, Metamora ‘
_Otte Kienhafer. Metamorn
" Bliss Pehr, Fureka {

Charles F. Probasco, Eureka
Hillie Oltman, Benson

Andrew Martin, Reanoke

Ralph 8. Kerker, Metamora
John Newenschwunder, Roanoke
Antone Birkner, Peoria R .R 36
Henry Schumacher, Roanoke
Minet Ssathoff, Minonk

Herman C. Nool Metsmora
“William Engel Metamora
Charles H. Otto, Terril,
Ralph loerger, Minonk
Jasper Reynolde, Washington,
Froderick L. Diener, Secor
Roscoe Newkirk, E!Pwso

Naso B Smith, Pancla

Albert Woltzen, Roancke rr 2
Henry Uphoff, Benson o
Béimud J. Johuwon, Fureka
Earl M, Knoll, Secor

FA. 1. Stickslmaier, Metamorn
¥Frank Btimpert, Panola

Jue Qroal, Secor

Towa.

Nelsan R. Kamp, 11 Pase,
Witi'm I Berhman, Romneke
Charley D. Koeh, Congerville
Clarles 1, Krur, Panoln
Lawrence J. Woeltle, Roanoke
Fdward [} Knoblauch, Washharn
Theedore Gravfelman, Benson
Minert Bloter, Secor
John H. Bammann, Woshhuen
Fred P, 1L Mart Reanoke
Gerd A, Qanthamer, Washburn
John B, John=on, Nenson
Andy Meulton, Washiburn
Lincoln W. Breese, Prmela
‘axvanvia
won. PandTh
Hoevey Wikenhnuser, Roanoke
Arthur W Laikle, Wasklurn
dohn Faehs. Roanoke
Erick Buettemeicr, Bonsan
Lewis A, Kopraun., Bonses
livt W, New Boston

Georpre B, Miller, Secor

Etmer E. Bayles, Carlock

Juseph W. Davis, Roanoke

Rex MeTocker, Minonk

«Peter A, Winkler, Peoria

Renjeman Bachman, Sesor

Menry Lohman, Minonk

Joreph D. Kennell, Hounoke

John W Meser, Goocdfield

Fas?! Wisen, Meadota

Frank Head. Minonk

Blward T Bittwer, Eureka

Joshun Kemp, Furekn

Edwanl . Junesen, Minonk

L € Fandel, Notamora

John G. Marmas; Penson

Wm. N. Schunp, Metamora

Guiftord D, Zook, Congerville

Borad Warnke, Washbarn

Elmor Marshall, Minoni

Herman J. Motter, Minonk

Work i to begin at once on the
Tiinols and Mickigen cunal, which
s to be dredged out amd deepencd,
«> that navigation between river
points ard the Great Lakes may be-
come a fuct and practical ss well as
& theory. ‘The canal from LaSalle
to Joliet is to be deepened, the
government having made an appro-
priation for the purpose.  The Co-
ménche, & government dredge, and
several other eraft pussed up stream
the first of the week to asint in the
work.



https://www.facebook.com/metamorahistory/?fref=ts

Making History Everyday

It's all too easy to consider “history” as only those events
and famous people who made the news a long time ago —
Abe Lincoln, Adlai Stevenson, etc. But “history” is made
every day - slowly, almost unperceptively, and often
without a lot of fanfare — and not always by “the famous.”

Such is the case with long time residents of the Stevenson
House — Charles and Lillian Abel. They bought the home
around 1935 — about 83 years ago.

On a trip back from the West, the Abel’s grandson, Curt
(and Jane) Andes, stopped by the Stevenson House. Curt's
mother, Brenda, grew up in the house. As a child, Curt
spent a lot of time with his grandparents and has a lot of
very fond memories of his grandparents and their home.

We asked Curt if he had any stories about the home he
would like to share. He responded with the note below. A
special “thanks” to Curt for sharing these thoughts...

| felt kinda silly when | didn’t have any particularly
interesting stories for you, but as | said, there are stories
important to our family but not so interesting to others. And
that is true for most people’s family stories, | think. My
grandparents were very down to earth people who were
quite content to not be famous. | perfectly understand that
the house is and will pretty much forever more be the
“Stevenson House”, but for us it will simply be “Grandma
and Grandpa’s House”.

But being there again did make me think about the 50 years
my grandparents owned the house. They did not make
history as the Stevenson’s did, but they witnessed some of
the most important historical events of the 20th century
during the half century they lived there. | remember hearing
my family talk about sitting in the front parlor and listening
to the big old radio, then later watching TV there.

| started to think about all the things that they heard and
saw, things that happened. Fifty years is a long time.

They bought the house during the Great Depression. They
listened to news about the Hindenburg, about the Germans
invading Poland, about Pearl Harbor. They heard
Roosevelt's fireside chats. Defeats becoming victory in
Europe and the Pacific. They watched as their only son
marched off to the Pacific war and as he, mercifully,
marched back home. The end of WW2. Indoor plumbing!
Their children married, their parents died. Radio gave way
to TV as the source for news. They were in the house when
the Korean War started, then Vietnam, the invasions of
Panama, Granada and other places now forgotten. So
many battles they listened for news of in that house. The
1968 Convention in Chicago - “The Whole World’s
Watching!” Landing on the moon! Nixon resigning. Iranian
hostages. Their grandchildren grew up, married, started
families of their own.

They and the house got older and began to decline
together. Until my grandparents were gone. But, the house
is still standing and the memories of the house and my
grandparents are inseparable. My mother’s “magic door”
still looks toward the town square. And the Metamora
Association for Historic Preservation is trying to save the
house. It is always good to save pieces of history, | think. In
this case | appreciate all the Association is trying to do not
only because of national and town history. The lives of the
house and my grandparents merged for half a century, and
so for those my grandparents left behind, the Association’s
efforts are helping keep not only national and town history
alive, but also the memory of two quiet, down to earth, and
very loved people.

Stevenson’s Former Metamora Residence; It May
Be On National Register, But It’s Home To Abels

By RHONDA ROTHBALLER

METAMORA - Charles and
Allian Abel'bought their house
it 104 W. Walnut 45 years ago
)ecause it was within their
yrice range.

Now it has fallen within the
range of the National Register
of Historie Places.

It was accepted on that list
pecause Adlai E. Stevenson I
lived in their house, a block
south of the park.

BUILT OF FADED pink

cept that it was built by George

Its most famous occupants
surely were the Stevensons.
Stevenson, who became vice
of the United States
from 1893 to 1897 during Grover
Cleveland's second term, was a
circult lawyer in Metamora
from 1859 to 1560,

Metamora had been the
county seat of Woodford Coun-
ty, before the county seal was
moved to Eureka, and Steven-

ACCORDING TO an early
history, Mrs. Stevenson was a

. ; Photes by Art Lond
* THE ABELS RELAX in the front parlor of their home in Metamora. The
parlornlsohoumaspaceheawrbmmethebuﬂding.cpnnmcudmthe
% late 1830s or early 1840s wasn’t built to accommodate heating ducts.

Article from 1980



Metamora Mennonite Church. june 1948

Metamora Mennonite Church (Mennonite Church USA), originally known
as the Partridge Creek or Springbay Church, was organized in 1833 by
Christian Engel in the home of his son John Engel one mile west of
Metamora. Christian Engel, the first Amish bishop in America west of Ohio,
served as bishop of this congregation until his death in 1838. The Partridge
congregation at one time had 13 ordained ministers, four of whom were
bishops. Services were held in the homes until 1854, when the Partridge
brick church was built, which served until 1889, when a frame building was
erected one mile east of Metamora. For many years services were held
every other Sunday, alternating with the Roanoke Church.

The Metamora and Roanoke congregations together purchased an
abandoned Baptist church building seven miles north of Eureka in 1905,
rebuilt it, and called it the Harmony Church. When the Roanoke

congregation built its own meetinghouse, it left the Harmony work in charge of the Metamora congregation. Services were held regularly
each alternate Sunday in the Metamora church. On intervening Sundays the congregation divided between the Union church near
Washington, IL, and the Harmony church. In 1929 the Harmony and Union churches were closed. The Harmony building was moved

to Pleasant Hill, near Morton, and was used by the congregation there as a house of worship.
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Please Vote On April 7 i
For

>3 MURLLENE M. KRAMER

Metamora Park Commissioner
Your Supportis Appreciated|

From the Files... special thanks to Bob Remmert for sharing these pictures.
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Contact Us
Questions, ideas - Love to hear from you
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Withholding —
69¢!! Wow!!!

Laure Adams, President, 369-2353 or jrfarmer@mtco.com; Dave Pohlman, Vice President 369-3290;

pohlman46 @yahoo.com 367-4426; Jim Efaw, Secretary, 367-6099 or jimefaw-mahp@eggroll.com; Jack

Weddle, Treasurer, 645-0963, jweddle@mtco.com; Board members: Lee Summer, 367-4059, 635-0259,

Isummer@mtco.com Mary Curry, 367-2185, curry@mtco.com; Rick Lotz, 648-2010, lots@mtco.com
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